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KINGDOM CITIZENS BUILDING AND  
REBUILDING MINISTRY IN THE  

POST-PANDEMIC ERA 

THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 26 – OCTOBER 2, 2022 

OCTOBER EMPHASIS: BUILDING AND REBUILDING OUR FINANCIAL HEALTH 
 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens know that we should be good stewards of what God has given us. We 
are to be wise with our money, managing spiritually, saving diligently, spending with discretion and 
control, giving back to the Lord joyfully and sacrificially. We are to use our money to help others with 
discernment and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
 
KEY WORDS/PHRASES: Wealth, Wise Management, Honesty, Stewardship 
 
Lesson Forty: Understanding Sowing and Reaping 
 

Questions to Consider: 
1. What are you sowing more of – your time, money, or talent? 
2. Which do you most often do – give cheerfully, proportionally, sacrificially? Why? 
3. Have you ever given generously but not cheerfully, or given cheerfully but not generously. Give 
some reasons why? 
 

Text: II Corinthians 9:6-8 
 

Heart of the Lesson: Making earthly deposits and investments to receive heavenly rewards. 
 
INTRODUCTION: This lesson will provide us with specific instructions on God’s Word about 
stewardship: giving and receiving and sowing and reaping. God does not want us to be ignorant on 
such crucial matters which so greatly affect our lives, the lives of others, and His Kingdom work on 
earth. “…, I do not want you to be uninformed.” (1 Corin. 12:1) In 2 Cor. 9:6-8, the apostle is using 
an analogy of a farmer planting seeds to explain the principles and promises of stewardship. This 
strategy is being used to explain the principles of giving in a way which is acceptable to God and 
which will produce a great harvest of blessings and rewards to us. 
 
 

1. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THE PRINCIPLES OF GIVING. 
“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously 

will also reap generously.” This verse is both a physical law and a spiritual law which not only 

applies to farmers, but also to our work ethics, to our attitudes toward the poor and to other fellow 

believers. “You will reap what you sow.” This statement does not only apply to money, but also to 

everything that we sow: kindness, hate, gossip, love, disobedience, etc. Several physical and spiritual 

principles are contained in verse 6, which include: (1) “You reap what you sow”. If you plant corn, 

you should not expect to reap beans. If you sow lies, hatred, or hurtful words of discord, you should 

not expect to receive kindness, compassion, and joy. Not only will you reap what you have sown, but 

you also will have to give an account to God. “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a 

man sows, that shall he also reap. For he that sows to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; 

but he that sows to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. …for in due season we shall 

reap, if we faint not.” (Gal. 6:7-10 KJV) (2) You can’t reap differently than you sow. A 

generous person will prosper; “whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.” (Proverbs 11:24-28) (3) 

You can’t reap if you don’t sow. “He who works his land will have abundant food, but he who 

chases fantasies lacks judgment”. (Proverbs 12:11)  
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If you don’t sow, do, or give anything, then you shouldn’t expect anything in return. If you 
never visit the sick, then what should be your expectation when you are the one who is sick? 
“…the one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.” (2 Thess. 3:20) (4) You can’t reap before 
you sow. You shouldn’t expect to get paid before you work. You are not saved until after you 
believe and confess. (Romans 10:9) This also applies to your faith and your obedience in 
giving. Bring all your tithes and offerings into the storehouse” then see, if I won’t 
open….and pour you out a blessing….” (Mal. 3:10) In faith and obedience, you must first 
‘bring' and then “see”. (5) You can’t reap more than you sow. If you do a little, then you 
should only expect to get a little in return. This principle should be read over and over again. 
 
 
2. KINGDOM CITIZENS ARE GENEROUS, JOYFUL, AND INTENTIONAL 
GIVERS. 
 
Kingdom Citizens know the promises and benefits of giving, and therefore, they give 
generously, joyfully, intentionally, and regularly. Kingdom Citizens do not have to be begged, 
shamed, or tricked into giving. Their giving is a decision of the Heart. A person who is 
generous will be rewarded. The reward doesn’t always come in money, and it doesn’t always 
come in this life. The blessing may not come back from the same person or venue in which it 
was given. But be assured it will come.  (2 Cor.9:6-8) Kingdom Citizens recognize that 
generous giving begins with knowing and having the correct biblical perspectives which 
include: (1) God is the ultimate Giver, and in gratitude, we are to imitate Him. God gave his 
very best - His one and only Son. (John 3:16) (2) The only thing that you have that did not 
come from God, is not owned by God, and does not belong to God – is your sin. 
 
 
3. EVERY KINGDOM CITIZEN SHOULD DEVELOP A PLAN THAT SERVE AS 
THE BASIS FOR THEIR GIVING. 
 
Without a plan for giving, many Kingdom Citizens may be tricked into sowing their seeds into 
the wrong soil, as some have already done, and without receiving the blessings they had 
expected, if any at all. Many Kingdom Citizens have innocently been duped into giving their 
money and other resources to organizations, ministries, “charities' ', cults and insincere 
evangelists and preachers, of whom they know very little or nothing about. They claim to have 
special revelations from God or will send the giver “holy” water or “holy” cloths, which they 
claim will bless the givers monetarily and will cause all of their problems to be solved. A 
second purpose of the plan should answer the following questions: what to give, when to give, 
how much, how to give, as well as to provide guidance on the purpose and benefits of giving. 
What to give? “Give of the first fruits of all your increase...” (Prov. 3:9-10) When to give? 
“On the first day of the week…” (2 Cor. 16:2) How much to give? “….as God has prospered 
you '' (2 Cor. 16:2) How to give? “..not reluctantly or under compulsion, but cheerfully.” (2 
Cor. 9:7).  
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KINGDOM CITIZENS BUILDING AND  
REBUILDING MINISTRY IN THE  

POST-PANDEMIC ERA 

The Week of October 3 - October 9, 2022 

OCTOBER EMPHASIS: BUILDING AND REBUILDING OUR FINANCIAL HEALTH 
 
THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens know that we should be good stewards of what God has given us. We 
are to be wise with our money, managing spiritually, saving diligently, spending with discretion and 
control, giving back to the Lord joyfully and sacrificially. We are to use our money to help others with 
discernment and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
 
KEY WORDS/PHRASES: Wealth, Wise Management, Honesty, Stewardship 
 
Lesson Forty-One: Planning and Budgeting 
 

Questions to Consider: 
1. What are some things that you started and was unable to complete? Why? 
2. What evidence do you have to show that you are a disciple of Jesus? 
3. Looking at Luke 14:25-30, what two things that resonated most with you and why. 
 

Text: Luke 14:28-30 
 
Heart of the Lesson: Counting the Cost and Calculating the Risk. 

 
INTRODUCTION: Planning and Budgeting decisions should be wisely made in both financial and 
spiritual matters. In your budget, you can’t afford to leave Jesus out of the plan. Our physical life’s 
experiences, if applied correctly, can help us to understand spiritual principles and to make wise 
choices, especially in such matters as planning and budgeting. Have you ever gone shopping with 
plans to purchase a specific item? In the store you quickly locate the item, but then realize that the cost 
of the item far exceeds your budget. The cost is too high; it is too much, and you cannot pay it. It was 
not in your budget or plans. In Luke 14:25-27, Jesus begins His discourse by explaining the 
qualifications and the cost of discipleship to the great crowd of people who were following Him. In 
verses 28-30, He proceeds by using two parables to illustrate the cost   that we must pay if we are 
going to be His disciples. 
 
 

1. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THERE IS A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN BEING A 
BELIEVER AND BEING A DISCIPLE. 
A person can be saved by making the very crucial decision to accept Jesus as his or her Savior, but a 
person will never follow and serve Him until he or she is willing to make a sacrifice. Unfortunately, 
not all believers are disciples. (Romans 10:9; John 3:3) Jesus wants to do more for us than save us 
from our sins, as important as that is. Jesus wants to give us abundant life to deepen our relationship 
with him as we grow in faith. Jesus wants us to be his true disciples – to be transformed into His 
image. Discipleship is a call of allegiance to Christ and will cost you everything. (VV 25-27, 33) To 
the very large crowds of people who were constantly following Jesus, He made three very profound 
and astonishing statements about the cost and the qualifications of being one His disciples. First, 
“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and 
sisters, yes, and even his own life itself, cannot be my disciple”.   
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The word “hate” means disregard, be indifferent to, or to love one thing less than something 
else. In this particular instance, Jesus is offering a comparison between the devotion one 
would normally hold sacred only for family and the love and devotion that one must have for 
Him. Jesus is saying, “Love me more than whatever holds first place in your life, whatever 
matters most to you, and even more than you love your own life.” To be a disciple of Jesus 
means that He must have priority in our lives; nothing can come before Him or be equal to 
Him. Our love and devotion to Him must supersede our devotion, obedience, love and 
affection for anyone or anything else. Second, “And whoever does not carry their cross and 
follow me cannot be my disciple”. Not only must we be willing to put Jesus ahead of all 
other priorities, but we must also be willing to carry our cross. Taking up one’s cross was a 
general expression of accepting the burden of great suffering. If someone took up his cross, he 
never came back. It was a one-way journey. Third, “None of you can become my disciple if 
you do not give up all your possessions”. (Luke 14:33) We must give up– fame, reputation, 
land, money, and family. When we do, we receive rewards that are immeasurable and eternal. 
(Matt. 19:27–29) 
 
2. KINGDOM CITIZENS SHOULD KNOW THAT THERE ARE DECISIONS THEY 
MUST MAKE FOR THEMSELVES. 
 
It has been said that the average person makes approximately 3,000 decisions per day. Each 
decision that we make has consequences. Therefore, before making decisions, the decisions, 
the options, and the costs should be carefully studied, weighed, and analyzed before responses 
are given or actions are taken or rejected. The two parables that Jesus used in Luke 14:28-30 
offer some constructive strategies on how to make wise decisions. “If you were going to build 
a tower, wouldn’t you first sit down and figure out if you could afford it? You wouldn’t want 
to become a laughing stock because you failed to plan your project well! And if you were a 
king going into battle, wouldn’t you first sit down and figure out if your army was strong 
enough to defeat the enemy?” There are three points in these parables on building a tower or 
going into battle that are worthy to take notice of.  
 
First, Jesus tells us that the process of building or going to battle starts with sitting down and 
then counting the cost, which requires some careful thinking and weighing of options and 
consequences.  
 
Second, Jesus focuses on outcomes. Counting the cost indicates that there is some end in 
mind, some goal to be reached. You don’t start building a tower unless you plan to finish it. 
There are very few things that are more shameful, or will be talked about more than those who 
began well in religion to break off. A builder who does not count the cost before laying the 
foundation is humiliated as a disgraceful failure, yet an unfinished life is far more tragic than a 
rock foundation without a building. Thus, failure to count the cost of following Christ results 
in an incomplete life.  
 
Finally, Jesus indicates that the cost may be too high for the resources available.  No matter 
what accounting system you use, no matter what assets you think you have, no matter how 
extensive your budget is, when it comes to following Jesus, you don’t have enough to pay the 
cost on your own. We make the commitment; God provides the resources.  
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KINGDOM CITIZENS BUILDING AND  
REBUILDING MINISTRY IN THE  

POST-PANDEMIC ERA 

Week of October 10 - October 16, 2022 

OCTOBER EMPHASIS:  BUILDING AND REBUILDING OUR FINANCIAL HEALTH 
 
THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens know that we should be good stewards of what God has given us. 
We are to be wise with our money, managing spiritually, saving diligently, spending with discretion 
and control, giving back to the Lord joyfully and sacrificially. We are to use our money to help others 
with discernment and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
 
KEY WORDS/PHRASES: Wealth, Wise Management, Honesty, Stewardship 
 

 
Lesson Forty-Two: All Wealth Comes from God 
 
 

Questions to Consider 
 

1. As you think about moving into a new facility, home, position or a season in your life, what things 
do you think should be forgotten and what things should never be forgotten. 
2. What historical things should we never forget as a people or as a country?  
3. What are some of the programs, issues and practices that you wish your church would discard? 
Why? 
 

Text: Deuteronomy 8:17-19 
 

 

Heart of the Lesson:   Remember and Do Not Forget the LORD, YOUR GOD. 
 
INTRODUCTION: Under the leadership of Moses, the Israelites had wandered in the desert for 40 
years after they left Egypt. At this point in the Scriptures, while they are camped on the Eastern Bank 
of the Jordan River, God speaks to them through Moses. God reminded His people of the great things 
that He had done for their forefathers, who after witnessing His deliverance and goodness to them, as 
well as the provisions and miracles that He had performed for them both in Egypt and in the desert, 
they forsook their God. (Numbers 13-14) This new generation was unfamiliar with the experiences 
of Mt. Sinai, and they needed to have the Law read and interpreted in the light of their experience 
and future dwelling in the Promised Land. 
 
 
+ 

1. KINGDOM CITIZENS MUST RECOGNIZE WHAT THE TRUTH IS.. 
In Deut. 8:17, it is written, “You may say to yourself, my power and the strength of my 
hands have produced this wealth for me” without considering who gave you the hands, the mind, 
and ordered your steps so that you would know where to go to get wealth. Whenever we begin to say, 
believe or act in such a way as to indicate that we are the ones responsible for “pulling ourselves up 
by our own boots straps”, for being successful, respected, influential or having great intellect, health 
and wealth, family and friends, or having accumulated or amassed amount great wealth, we are 
becoming guilty of the sins of pride, idolatry, and apostasy (forgetting God). Therefore, we are to 
take heed and not even say in our hearts that proud word, “my” power, “my” hands. John 
15:5 confirms that it is impossible for you to get, have, or do anything apart from God. Jesus said, “I 
am the vine; you are the branches. . apart from me you can do nothing.” 
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2. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT SOME THINGS SHOULD NEVER BE 
FORGOTTEN. 
 
Forgetting is something that we all have done at one time or another. We have heard it said 
many times, “Don’t forget where you came from,” referring to one becoming so prideful that 
they are acting as if he or she doesn’t understand what others are going through. “Don’t forget 
your roots.” “Learn and never forget your history.” Some people forget so easily. There are 
things that we would like to forget and other things that we should forget. Some things that if 
you forget, the consequences are minor, and you may have another chance to make up or make 
an appeasement for the offense of your forgetfulness, such as, forgetting your parents or 
spouse’s birthday or your anniversary. Yet, consequences for forgetting some things can have 
such a dire and devastating effect in your life and the lives of many others that you can’t 
overcome it. Some examples are forgetting to follow the CDC Guidelines for COVID, leaving 
home and forgetting to turn off the stove, or leaving the baby in a hot car with the windows 
rolled up. Above all, NEVER forget God. NEVER forget His Word, His grace, mercy, and 
faithfulness to us. Kingdom Citizens are aware of the ease of forgetting God; therefore, they 
utilize biblical strategies to help them remember God’s faithfulness. Some of the strategies are 
to recall the goodness of God, sing about it, share it in testimonies, tie it around your neck, 
teach it to your children, write it down, talk about it at home, talk about it while walking and 
while sitting, and thank and praise God for it. (Deut.6:6-9, 11:18-20, Isaiah 57:8) 
 
 
3. KINGDOM CITIZENS MUST UNDERSTAND THAT THE HOLY, RIGHTEOUS, 
AND MERCIFUL GOD IS ALSO A GOD OF JUDGMENT. 
 
 
In verses 11 and 14, Moses warns the people to take heed against the temptations of prosperity 
and the sin of pride: “Be careful….do not forget the LORD your God…. when you eat and 
are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, and when your herds and flocks 
grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, then your heart 
will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God.”  Then he informs them of what 
God said will happen if they did forget Him. “If you ever forget the LORD your God and 
follow other gods and worship and bow down to them, I testify against you today that you 
will surely be destroyed.    Like the nations the LORD destroyed before you, so you will be 
destroyed for not obeying the LORD your God.” (VV 19-20). We should be mindful to 
always honor and never forget God whether we are living in abundance or poverty. “’For if I 
grow rich, I may deny you and say, ‘Who is the Lord?’ And if I am too poor, I 
may steal and thus insult God and His holy name.’” (Prov.30:7–9 NIV) Help us Lord, not to 
become so poor that we steal or so rich that we forget you. 
 

SCRIPTURE MEMORY IS ONE OF THE BEST WAYS  
TO REMEMBER WHAT THE LORD HAS DONE.  
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KINGDOM CITIZENS BUILDING AND  
REBUILDING MINISTRY IN THE  

POST-PANDEMIC ERA 

Week of October 17 - October 23, 2022 

OCTOBER EMPHASIS: BUILDING AND REBUILDING OUR FINANCIAL HEALTH 
 
THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens know that we should be good stewards of what God has given 
us. We are to be wise with our money, managing spiritually, saving diligently, spending with 
discretion and control, giving back to the Lord joyfully and sacrificially. We are to use our 
money to help others with discernment and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
 
KEY WORDS/PHRASES: Wealth, Wise Management, Honesty, Stewardship 
 
Lesson Forty-Three: The Duty to Pay Your Bills 
 

Questions to Consider: 
1. What would be your reaction or response if someone asked you co-sign?  
2. Why do you think the conscience of so many people are not disturbed or bothered when 
they do not pay their tithes, their taxes or other bills, and people that they owe? 
3. What are debts we owe others spiritually and what are some we owe relationally? 
 

Text: Romans 13:6-8 
 
Heart of the Lesson:  Breaking the cycle of debt by honoring your obligations. 
 
INTRODUCTION: Debts are obligations that we owe others. Almost everyone, at some 
time gets into debt. Debt has been accepted as a way of life, and has been said to be a necessary evil 
for development purposes. Both poor and super power countries, organizations and companies, as 
well as individuals from the richest to the poorest, both the young and the old, are in debt. Many 
people get into debt with no means to repay the debt. Others get into debt with no intention of ever 
repaying it. “The wicked borrow and do not repay,…” (Ps. 37:21) More and more people are 
beginning to acquire insurmountable amounts of debt at a faster rate and at a younger age than ever 
before. Therefore, this lesson will address how easy it is for us to become victims to the miseries of 
debt and poverty and how to become debt free. 
 
 

1.  KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT DEBT IS NOT NORMAL; THEREFORE, THEY 
HAVE AN OBLIGATION AND DUTY TO PAY WHAT THEY OWE TO OTHERS. 
Debts are promises we make, assignments due, obligations to employers, and obligations to God and 
His Church. All these are debts we need to pay. The Scriptures are clear concerning debt. Every 
Kingdom Citizen is commanded and has a duty and an obligation to pay every debt that he or she 
owes. “Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; 
if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor”. (Romans 13:7, NIV) Kingdom Citizens must seek 
every opportunity to avoid allowing unpaid, long-term debts to prevail as the norm in their lives. 
Additionally, Kingdom Citizens are not only commanded to pay what they owe, but they should also 
seek every opportunity to be in a position to advise, help and be a spiritual and a financial blessing to 
others. Others may be indebted to you, but you are not to be indebted to them,  

 
 



9 

especially with long-term debt. “You are the lender and not the borrower” (Deut.15:6 NLT). 
The only approved outstanding debt in the Scriptures is the need to love one another. The rest 
must be paid. The Bible declares, “Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing 
debt to love one another,…” (Romans 13:8 NIV) Having debts is not a sin, and it does not 
necessarily have to be a problem. The problem is when the unpaid debt becomes 
overwhelming. 
 
 
2.  KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THEY SHOULD AVOID PITFALLS WHICH LEAD 
TO DISASTROUS SPENDING AND DEBT. 
 
As a Kingdom Citizen, if you find yourself encumbered with debt, then there are steps to 
becoming debt free. You should immediately take the necessary steps to get out of debt – to 
become debt FREE. The most common expenses that lead to debt are: home and car purchases, 
unwise uses of credit cards, lack of planning for unscheduled expenses, and indulgence such as 
having cellphones for everyone in the family. Many times, people allow their desire for a 
house to get the best of them.  Their inability to pay for one causes them to end up in financial 
trouble. The second most common expense that leads to debt is the purchase of a new car. 
Quite often people who cannot qualify to buy a house, may compromise by buying a new car. 
Financial emergencies are unscheduled expenses such as automobile maintenance, emergency 
home repairs, or personal injury. When these expenses occur, the only alternatives available for 
some are often credit cards, loans from family, friends or high interest loan companies without 
the means to repay. Therefore, to help Kingdom Citizens manage the debts that they may 
already owe and to avoid getting trapped with more debts, it would be wise for them to do the 
following:(1) Live within your means. If you can’t afford something, but proceed ahead with 
the purchase, then you are heading into unwise debt; (2) Avoid competition with your peers or 
former classmates.  (3) Develop a realistic financial plan or budget and stick to it. (4) Allow no 
more debt. Don’t use any more credit or credit cards until all existing debt has been paid. Pay 
with cash, check, or debit card at the time of purchase. Don’t borrow any more money from 
institutions, family, or friends until all indebtedness (home mortgage excepted) has been 
satisfied. 
 
 
3.  KINGDOM CITIZENS REALIZE THAT THEIR DEBT ELIMINATION PLANS 
WILL NOT BE SUCCESSFUL UNLESS GOD IS AT THE CENTER. 
 
The most important and effective thing that Kingdom citizens can do to become debt free is to 
trust God and transfer ownership to Him. Once you’ve transferred ownership to God, give Him 
the first part, the tithe. If you withhold this from God, it indicates that ownership hasn’t been 
transferred.  Transfer releases all that one owns to God. Matthews 6:33 reminds us, But seek 
first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 

PUT GOD FIRST.  

 



10 

KINGDOM CITIZENS BUILDING AND  
REBUILDING MINISTRY IN THE  

POST-PANDEMIC ERA 

THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 24 - October 30, 2022 

October Emphasis:   BUILDING AND REBUILDING OUR FINANCIAL HEALTH 
 
THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens know that we should be good stewards of what God has given us. 
We are to be wise with our money, managing spiritually, saving diligently, spending with discretion 
and control, giving back to the Lord joyfully and sacrificially. We are to use our money to help others 
with discernment and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
 
KEY WORDS/PHRASES: Wealth, Wise Management, Honesty, Stewardship 
 
Lesson Forty-Four: Being Honest with God 
 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 
1. In what ways do we diminish or underestimate the presence of sin in our lives? 
2. When Ananias and Sapphira died, it caused fear in the church. How do we demonstrate that we fear 
God today?  
3. What are some beliefs and things that need to be rooted out of your life, your family or your 
church? 

Text: Acts 5:1-6 
 
Heart of the Lesson:  Removing the bad apple to save the bunch. 

 
INTRODUCTION: At the inception of the early church, all the believers were united in 
heart and mind. And being on one accord, they sold all that they had and brought it to the apostle to be 
distributed among everyone as they had need without partiality or respect of person. (Act 4:32-37) 
Among those who sold land and brought the proceeds to the disciples were Barnabas, Ananias, and 
his wife Sapphira. Barnabas was a highly respected man and received much recognition and praise 
from the disciples and others for the huge sum of money that he gave to the church and for his 
generosity. (Acts 4:32-38). Ananias and Sapphira also sold a possession of land. (Acts 4:36-37) 
Perhaps, after they saw the great praise and recognition that Barnabas had received for his great 
generosity, they thought it would be nice if they could get some praise and recognition as well. So, 
they conspired and made a plan that they thought would allow them to also be praised and highly 
respected, and still have money left for themselves. So, from the sale of the property, they gave only 
a portion of the proceeds to the church, while publicly implying that they had sacrificially given it all. 
In this lesson, we will see the deception confronted and exposed. Why do people lie in the church? 
Why is public recognition important to some Kingdom Citizens? 
 
 

1.  KINGDOM CITIZENS MUST UNDERSTAND THAT THEY CAN NOT DECEIVE GOD. 
As with all of God’s words, in Acts 5:1-6, there are so many truths and revelations and life lessons. 
First, let us try to imagine Ananias, and later Sapphira, as they stand before the apostles, perhaps 
expecting praise for their great sacrifice and generosity. Instead of praise and admiration, Peter said, 
“Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have 
kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land?”   
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Peter said this, Ananias must have been crushed because there were several things that he and 
his wife had not considered or expected. Among the many things not considered or expected 
are:  
(1) To lie to the Holy Spirit is to lie to God. The Holy Spirit is a person; He is alive; and He is 
God. (2) They underestimated the power of the spiritual gift, called the Word of 
Knowledge. (1 Corin. 12:8).  (3) How unnecessary a lie is. “Why…. Was it not your own?” 
Didn’t it belong to you….sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal?” Ananias and Sapphira 
chose to lie because of pride and with the hope of being praised and considered by everyone as 
being generous and spiritual that they “gave it all” when they had not. Pride is still in human 
nature today. Recognizing and acknowledging the generosity and contributions of people 
should be done, but being recognized should not be the sole purpose of giving. (Proverbs 
3:27) WHY DO YOU GIVE?  
 
 
2.  KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT ALL SINS MUST BE ROOTED OUT. 
The death penalty suffered by Ananias and Sapphira may cause some to wonder if the 
punishment was too harsh for the crime. However, we should remember that the penalty for 
sin has always been death. “For the wages of sin is death”. (Romans 6:23). Peter did not 
pronounce a death sentence on Ananias and Sapphira. He simply confronted them about their 
sins, and they fell down dead. God’s judgment fell on them immediately. The shock of being 
exposed was too much for them.  For many Christians, their greatest fear is not in sinning 
itself, but in being found out. If sin is not immediately rooted out, it will replicate or grow 
stronger; it will fester and run; it will affect others; it will become the standard for behavior 
and belief. It would be like bringing COVID, or some other dreaded disease into the 
congregation and allowing it to spread among the members. James 1:15 tells us, “….sin, when 
it is full-grown, gives birth to death.” Without the rooting out of sin; the worst kinds of 
hypocrites can get into our churches, hold offices,  overrun the church, and  lead many astray. 
WHY DOESN’T THE CHURCH ADDRESS SIN PUBLICLY?  
 
 
3.  KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT IN ORDER TO PROMOTE THE GROWTH, 
UNITY, AND HOLINESS OF THE CHURCH (BODY OF CHRIST), THEY MUST 
BECOME AND REMAIN PRAYERFUL, DISCERNING , AND VIGILANT. 
Public sins should be dealt with publicly, private sins privately; neither should be ignored. 
Both must be addressed and removed immediately. “All those who saw it was afraid”. “And 
great Fear came upon all of them, and as many as heard these things.” (Act 5:10-11) The 
fear which came over all the people who saw and heard what had happened to Ananias and 
Sapphira, was not fear of Peter or of any of the other Apostles. It was a fear of God, the Holy 
Spirit and His judgment. As a result of their fear, the church grew in numbers and holiness. 
“The word of God spread; the number of disciples increased greatly in Jerusalem, and a 
great many of the priests became obedient to the faith” (Acts 6:7). 
 
Will God excuse our lack of authenticity as Christians?  
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KINGDOM CITIZENS BUILDING AND  
REBUILDING MINISTRY IN THE  

POST-PANDEMIC ERA 

Week of October 31, 2022- November 6, 2022 

NOVEMBER EMPHASIS:BUILDING AND REBUILDING OUR HEART OF 

GRATITUDE 

 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens know that God is worthy of our thanksgiving, and we must 

credit Him for “every good and perfect gift.”  They know that gratefulness moves our focus 

off selfish desires and helps us remember that God is in control.  Thankfulness is healthy 

and beneficial to us. 

 

WORDS/PHRASES: Giving Thanks, Grateful Praise, Appreciation, Joy   

 

LESSON FORTY-FIVE: GIVING THANKS IN ALL THINGS 

 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1.  Do you find it easy to praise God in all situations? 

2.  In what ways do you admonish others to praise God? 

3.  Do you give thanks to God in word and deed? 

 

TEXT: Colossians 3:15-17 

 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: LIVING IN GRATITUDE FOR GOD’S GRACE 

DAILY  

 

INTRODUCTION: It is certainly a difficult task in this season of life to live with an attitude 
of gratitude every day.  We are faced with all types of circumstances and situations daily. This 
epistle confirms to the Colossians and us that “For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a 
human body.  So, you also are complete through your union with Christ, who is the head over 
every ruler and authority.” (Colossians 2:9, 10 NLT) The purpose of Paul’s writing this 
epistle is to combat errors in the church and to show that believers have everything they need 
in Christ.  Therefore, the believer can be confident that every day can be a day of 
thanksgiving.  The believer can live with the assurance that God’s grace is a reason for 
gratitude.  God’s grace is His undeserved favor that God in His Power grants every day. 
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1.  KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THEY SHOULD LIVE IN PEACE AND BE 

THANKFUL. (V 15) 

For the believer to live in peace does not mean that they immediately get rid of all differences 

of opinions or that those differences are eliminated, but it does require that loving kingdom 

citizens work together despite their differences.  The Scripture says: “Let the peace of Christ 

rule in your hearts since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thank-

ful.” This verse has several keywords and phrases.  The word “rule” comes from the language 

of athletics.  Paul here is telling kingdom citizens to let Christ’s peace be umpire and referee 

in our hearts.  Another key word here is “heart.” Our heart is the center of conflict because 

there our feelings and desires clash.  These include our fears and hopes, distrust and trust, and  

jealousy and love. The heart is where God deals with His Person, the Holy Spirit within us to 

direct, comfort, guide, teach, govern, and keep the kingdom citizen in the will of God. When 

kingdom citizens live in unity and peace, it’s easier to express gratitude to God for the con-

nection with Him and others. 

 

2. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THE WORD OF GOD MUST DWELL IN 

THEM RICHLY. (V 16) 

 The word, “dwell” in the phrase, “dwell in you richly” means “to live in” or “to be at home,” 

and the word, “richly” means to be more fully rendered “abundantly or extravagantly rich.”  

Now, we must understand that even though the word “richly” is rendered abundantly and ex-

travagantly, rich is not always financial or money.  We must understand that rich in spirit, 

grace, physically and emotionally are rich blessings from God which we must be grateful for.  

Now, this word, “dwell” is what Paul wants us to consider as he mentions Ephesians 5:18 

saying, “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery.  Instead, be filled with the 

spirit.”  Paul commands believers to live continually under the influence of the Holy Spirit by 

letting the Word control them, pursuing pure lives, confessing all known sins, dying to self, 

surrendering to God’s will, and depending on His power in all things.  Being filled with the 

Spirit is living the conscious presence of the Lord Jesus Christ and letting His mind through 

the Word dominate everything that is thought and done.   

  

3. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT WHATEVER THEY DO OR SAY RE-

FLECTS WHO THEY ARE IN CHRIST. (V 17) 

This verse is a powerful admonition by Paul to kingdom citizens and is self-explanatory.  The 

text says, “And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”  As kingdom citizens, we represent 

Christ at all times wherever we go and whatever we say.  What impression do people have of 

Christ when they see and talk with you? 
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KINGDOM CITIZENS BUILDING AND  
REBUILDING MINISTRY IN THE  

POST-PANDEMIC ERA 

Week of November 7- November 13, 2022 

NOVEMBER EMPHASIS:BUILDING AND REBUILDING OUR HEART OF 

GRATITUDE 

 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens know that God is worthy of our thanksgiving, and we must 

credit Him for “every good and perfect gift.”  They know that gratefulness moves our focus 

off selfish desires and helps us remember that God is in control.  Thankfulness is healthy and 

beneficial to us. 

 

WORDS/PHRASES: Giving Thanks, Grateful Praise, Appreciation, Joy 

 

LESSON FORTY-SIX: EVERY GOOD GIFT IS FROM GOD 

 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1.  Have you ever been hurt or misled by the wrong spirit? 

2.  When was time that God showed His light in dark places? 

3.  How often do you really feel like God’s prized possession? 

 

TEXT: James 1:16-18 

 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: KEEPING THE GIFT IN PROPER PERSPECTIVE   

 

INTRODUCTION: The author of this letter is most likely James, the half brother of Jesus.  
James wrote with the authority of one who had personally seen the resurrected Christ (I Cor. 

15:7), who was recognized as an associate of the apostles (Gal. 1:19), and who was the leader 
of the Jerusalem Church.  The purpose of this letter was expose hypocritical practices and to 
teach right Christian behavior.  In other words, James wants us to have faith in God and godly 
living and not false and fake living. This letter should be a reminder to us, believers not to fall 
for fake practices in this pandemic era, but to exercise genuine faith which will transform 
lives.  We are encouraged to put our faith into action.  It is easy to say we have faith, but true 
faith will produce loving, practices, actions, and character. 
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1.  KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THEY MUST BE AWARE OF DECEIVING 

SPIRITS. (V 16) 

It is imperative that kingdom citizens be aware of false teachers, seducing spirits, being led 

astray, and lying tongues that will mislead them from the truth.  It is also imperative that king-

dom citizens not make the mistake of blaming God rather than themselves for their sin.  Many 

times, in life people even kingdom citizens will not take responsibility for their mistakes and 

sin.  However, as believers, we must grow in spirit and truth as we mature in faith and live as 

kingdom citizens.  The text says, “So don’t be misled, my dear brothers and sisters.” (V 16 

NLT) We must be careful to hold on to the truth of God’s word and to speak the truth in every 

situation.  In order to hold on to the truth and to speak the truth, we must know the truth.  The 

Bible teaches that God is Truth, and Jesus says in (John 17: 17 NIV), “Sanctify them by the 

truth; your word is truth.” 

 

2. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THEY MUST LOOK TO GOD EVEN IN 

THE DARK PLACES OF LIFE.  (V 17) 

In life even as kingdom citizens, we will face times of light and times of darkness.  The Bible 

often compares goodness with light and evil with shadow and darkness.  The Psalmist David 

says in (Psalm 23:4 KJ) “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 

will fear no evil.”  David had the assurance that even in the dark places of life, God was with 

him.  Therefore, as kingdom citizens, we must understand and appreciate that the word is true.  

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly 

lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” (V 17 NIV) This text implies several im-

portant facts that we learn from. One is that “every good and perfect gift comes from the 

Lord.” Not only that, but kingdom citizens must know “And we know that all things work to-

gether for good to them that love God, to them who are called according to his pur-

pose.” (Rom. 8:28)  

 

3. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THEY ARE CHOSEN AND CALLED OF 

GOD AS HIS PRIZED POSSESSION.  (V 18) 

The text says, “He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind 

of firstfruits of all he created.” (V 18) This verse has some key words or phrases that we 

must focus on in order to understand what James is saying.  The word, “birth” is not a refer-

ence to creation but to regeneration.  In other words, James is talking about being born again.  

Then, the phrase, “through the word of truth” is the proclamation that it’s through the gos-

pel or word of truth that we are saved.  Then, the word “firstfruits” is confirmed by the Scrip-

ture saying: “For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable 

through the living and enduring word of God.” (I Peter 1: 23 NIV) God chose us before we 

chose Him, and we are His firstfruit! 
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Week of November 14- November 20, 2022 

KINGDOM CITIZENS BUILDING AND  
REBUILDING MINISTRY IN THE  

POST-PANDEMIC ERA 

NOVEMBER EMPHASIS:BUILDING AND REBUILDING OUR HEART OF 

GRATITUDE 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens know that God is worthy of our thanksgiving, and we must 

credit Him for “every good and perfect gift.”  They know that gratefulness moves our focus 

off selfish desires and helps us remember that God is in control.  Thankfulness is healthy and 

beneficial to us. 

WORDS/PHRASES: Giving Thanks, Grateful Praise, Appreciation, Joy 

 

LESSON FORTY-SEVEN: GRATEFUL PRAISE 

 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1.  Do you find it difficult at times to worship God with joyful songs? 

2.  Are their times in your life when praising God gets you through? 

3.  Can you penpoint generational blessings in your family? 

 

TEXT: Psalm 100: 1-5  

 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: WORSHIP BRINGS THANKSGIVING, GRATEFUL 

PRAISE, AND VICTORY.  

 

INTRODUCTION: Kingdom citizens must understand the power of praise and worship!  

This well-known Psalm, emphasizing the universal nature of God’s kingship, is a 

benediction to the series of Psalms which are occupied with the Lord’s kingdom rule (Psalm 

93: 95-100).  Most of it is a call to praise and thanksgiving, while verses 3 and 5 fix the 

reasons for that worship.  The two main components of this Psalm are: 1. A call to praise the 

Lord (VV 1-3) and 2. A call to thank the Lord (VV 4, 5).  This first component to the Psalm 

is for kingdom citizens to praise the Lord, and to do it with a shout of joy.  The King James 

version says, “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.” (V 1) This implies a verbal 

praise for all people.  Then, verse two admonishes us to “serve the Lord with gladness: 

come before his presence with singing.” (V 2) We should be grateful to serve the Lord, but a 

more appropriate term would be “worship” the Lord with gladness.  
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Also, we must “come” to the Lord with a praise.  Then, verse three admonishes us to “know 

that the Lord is God…”  (V 3) We must know without doubt or wavering that “God Is 

Lord!”    Then, the second component of this Psalm is the call to give thanks to the Lord.  The 
text says, “Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, And into his courts with praise.” (V 4) 

God alone is worthy of being worshiped, and kingdom citizens must have an attitude of grati-
tude they come to worship.  Then, the Psalm ends with: “For the Lord is good; his mercy is 
everlasting; And his truth endureth to all generations.” (V 5) 

 

1.  KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT IT IS CRITICAL FOR BELIEVERS TO 

WORSHIP AND GIVE GOD JOYFUL PRAISE. (V 2) 

 

David, the author of this Psalm, tells us to acknowledge that the Lord is God!  He then tells us 

why and how to acknowledge God.  We acknowledge and worship Him when we shout our 

praises, appreciate His status as our creator, accept His authority in every detail of life, enthu-

siastically agree with the guidance He gives us, and express our thanks for His unfailing love.  

God is our creator; we did not create ourselves.   

 

2. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT IN THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD IS 

FULLNESS OF JOY. (V 4) 

 

God alone is worthy of being worshiped.  What is your attitude toward worship?  Do you will-

ingly and joyfully come into God’s presence or are you just going through the motion.  Do 

you go before God out of tradition or for total surrendered praise giving God glory, thanksgiv-

ing, and grateful praise for who He is?  This Psalm tells us to remember God’s goodness and 

dependability, and then to worship with thanksgiving and praise! It also implies that at times, 

we must force ourselves to worship and praise God as He takes us through out situations of 

life.   

 

3. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT GOD’S BLESSINGS, LOVE, FAITHFUL-

NESS, AND PROVISIONS FLOW THROUGH GENERATIONS.  (V 5) 

 

God is the source and perfect example of love, faithfulness, mercy, truth, and everything that 

is provided for life and success.  David sums this powerful Psalm up by saying, “For the Lord 

is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all genera-

tions.” (V 5 NIV) David makes the point that God’s Goodness, His Love, His Mercy, His 

Truth, His Faithfulness, and His Lordship will flow through all generations. 
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Week of November 21- November 27, 2022 

KINGDOM CITIZENS BUILDING AND  
REBUILDING MINISTRY IN THE  

POST-PANDEMIC ERA 

NOVEMBER EMPHASIS: BUILDING AND REBUILDING OUR HEART OF 

GRATITUDE 

 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens know that God is worthy of our thanksgiving, and we must 

credit Him for “every good and perfect gift.”  They know that gratefulness moves our focus 

off selfish desires and helps us remember that God is in control.  Thankfulness is healthy and 

beneficial to us. 

 

WORDS/PHRASES: Giving Thanks, Grateful Praise, Appreciation, Joy 

 

LESSON FORTY-EIGHT: GRATITUDE FOR GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS 

 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1.  Have you ever felt overwhelmed with evil? 

2.  Have you ever seen evil plots turn on the perpetrator? 

3.  Have you ever had to give God thanks in times of evil and injustice? 

 

TEXT: Psalm 7:14-17  

 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: THANKFULNESS FOR VICTORY AND VINDICA-

TION OVER LIFE’S TROUBLES.   

 

INTRODUCTION: This Psalm is written by David and is short but powerful.  The theme of 
it is a request for justice against those who make slanderous comments.   The Psalm is basical-
ly a plea for divine vindication in the light of the oppressor’s allegations and actions.  David’s 
confidence in the divine Judge is the backbone of Psalm 7.  As this truth grips David more and 
more, he moves from a tense anxiety to a transcendent assurance.  It follows David through 
three progressively calming stages of expression in response to the painfully false accusations 
that were being brought against him.  It is a challenge for even the kingdom citizen when false 
claims evil plots, and unjust schemes are launched against him or her to hinder God’s agenda.  
Our focus verses for the lesson this week find David in a court appearance as he argues his 
case before the Judge.  However, David knows, and we must remember that God will execute 
final justice although it may not be when we want it or expect it.   
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David understood this and in spite of evil and injustice, he was grateful and ended this Psalm 
with verse 17, “I will thank the Lord because he is just; I will sing praise to the name of the 
Lord Most High.” (Psalm 7: 17 NLT) 

 

1.  KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THEY WILL HAVE TO FACE EVIL, 
TROUBLE, AND LIES IN THIS LIFE.  (V 14) 

 

We will have to deal with the evil forces of this world as long as we live, unfortunately even 
as kingdom citizens.  The Bible teaches that: “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood 
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 

against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” (Eph. 6:12 NIV) Those evil 
forces will attack us to discourage, dismantle, destroy, and delete the progress of God’s plan 
for our lives.  The text warns us about these wicked forces and tells us they are “evil, 

pregnant with trouble, and give birth to lies.” (V 14 NLT) This is why it’s crucial for 
kingdom citizens to be aware of the enemy and his attacks.   

 

2. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THEY MUST BE AWARE OF THE TRAPS 

SET BY THE ENEMY. (V 15) 

 

Kingdom citizens know that they must always pray while keeping watch out for the schemes, 

tactics, and traps set by the enemy.  However, they have an advantage in this spiritual war 

with the enemy in that God has already won the victory.  Also, the advantage kingdom 

citizens have is that they know that when they allow the situation to run its course, evil 

destroys itself.  The text says, “They dig a pit to trap others, then fall into it themselves.” (V 

15 NLT) Kingdom citizens have the assurance that in times of spiritual warfare, they must let 

the Lord fight their battles. They must obey the Scripture saying, “Therefore, my beloved 

brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch 

as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” (I Cor. 15:58) GOD-IS! 

 

3. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THEY EVEN IN TIMES OF TROUBLE 

MUST PRAISE AND THANK GOD.  (V 17) 

 

During a time of great evil and injustice, David was grateful that God was just and fair.  When 
we wonder if anyone is honest or fair, we can be assured that God will continue to bring 
justice and fairness when we involve Him in our activities.  If you ever feel that you are being 
treated unfairly, ask the One who is always fair and just to be with you.  Then, thank Him for 

His Presence and Power. 
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KINGDOM CITIZENS BUILDING AND  
REBUILDING MINISTRY IN THE  

POST-PANDEMIC ERA 

Week of November 28 - December 4, 2022 

DECEMBER EMPHASIS:  BUILDING AND REBUILDING OUR HOPE 

 

THOUGHT:  Kingdom Citizens know that Biblical hope is a sure foundation upon 
which we base our lives, believing that God always keeps His promises. They know that 
hope provides a confident assurance that God has empowered us to overcome doubt, 
despair and hopelessness. 

 

KEY WORDS/PHRASES: Victory, Reassurance, Confidence, Good News 

 

LESSON FORTY-NINE: GOD PROVIDES ENDLESS HOPE  

 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:  
1. What is a biblical definition of Hope? 
2. What does The SOVEREIGNTY of God mean to you?  
3. Why is HOPE so important to our faith journey?  
 
 

TEXT: Romans 8:28-34 
 
THE HEART OF THE LESSON:  KINGDOM CITIZENS MUST EMBRACE THE 
SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD.   

 

INTRODUCTION: The Christian life is a basket of mixed blessings. In that basket, we 
experience joy, peace, sorrow, despair, prosperity, want, etc. But in spite of the mixed 
blessings, God is constant. He is reliable, and He is dependable. In our finite minds, we 
wrestle with many different aspects of life, often the whys and the wherefores. Unlike us, God 
is infinite; He is immutable; He cannot change.  The sovereignty of God refers to the fact that 
God is in complete control of the universe. A belief in God’s sovereignty is distinct from 
fatalism, which denies human free will. Humans are able to make genuine choices that have 
real consequences. God does not directly cause everything to happen, yet He does allow all 
that happens to happen. And, ultimately, God’s will is going to be accomplished. At first 
blush, these statements may seem unimportant to one’s daily life and better suited for an 
esoteric theological discussion. However, the sovereignty of God is quite practical and has a 
significant impact on our daily lives. The sovereignty of God impacts everyday life in that it 
removes all cause for worry. We can trust that what the Bible claims about God’s character is 
backed up by His ability. Embrace His Sovereignty.  
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.gotquestions.org/fatalism.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/is-God-sovereign.html
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1. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT HOPE BEGINS WHEN WE UNDERSTAND 
THAT IT'S ALL IN GOD’S HANDS. (VV 28-30) 
 
Romans 8: 28-30 tells us that “And we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.  For those God 
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be 
the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.  And those he predestined, he also called; 
those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.” (NIV). These verses 
remind us that God has an eternal plan that begins in eternity and ends in eternity.  On earth, 
we are in the middle of what has happened and what will happen. We often quote Romans 
8:28 without considering vv. 29-30; however, the good and bad of my life today is connected 
eternally to God’s predetermined plan for my life. It was always God's plan to conform us to 
the image of his son; it sounds and is good, but not necessarily easy. We have hope because 
God is in charge of our past, our present and our future. And it all works together for our good 
even when we do not see it or understand it. 
  
2. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT HOPE GROWS WHEN WE TRUST  THE 
WORD OF GOD.  (VV 31-32) 
 
Romans 8:31-32: Hope grows in us through these words, “What, then, shall we say in 
response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare 
his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously 
give us all things?” When we consider the enormity of what God has done for us in Christ 
Jesus, then our hope, our faith and our love should grow. If God is for us, why are we 
worrying? If God gave Christ to be crucified for our sins and be raised for our justification, 
why are we distraught? So let's take a minute and remind ourselves of God’s promise to us: 
Psalm 91:1-2, Psalm 23:1, Phil. 4:6-7; Isa. 41:10; Isa. 40:31, Matt. 6:33. Now it's your 
turn.  What are some of the promises God has given that give you HOPE? What is your HOPE 
built on?  
 
3. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT HOPE BLOSSOMS WHEN IT RESTS ON 
THE RELIABILITY OF GOD’S WORD.  (VV 33-34)  
 

Romans 8:33-34 says, “Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? 
It is God who justifies. Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who 
died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also 
interceding for us.” Our HOPE for the future rests on the truth that we are no longer 
condemned. Yet, we know there is one who constantly accuses us before the Father. His case 
is always thrown out because the RIGHTEOUS ONE was condemned in our place.  If our 
entry into Heaven was based on our efforts, we would all be lost. Who then is the one who 
condemns? No one. With all the sins we committed, with all the unrighteous acts we have 
done, we deserve to die, but instead we have HOPE.  
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KINGDOM CITIZENS BUILDING AND  
REBUILDING MINISTRY IN THE  

POST-PANDEMIC ERA 

Week of December 5 - December 11, 2022 

DECEMBER EMPHASIS:  BUILDING AND REBUILDING OUR HOPE 

 

THOUGHT:  Kingdom Citizens know that Biblical hope is a sure foundation upon which 
we base our lives, believing that God always keeps His promises. They know that hope 
provides a confident assurance that God has empowered us to overcome doubt, despair 
and hopelessness. 

 

KEY WORDS/PHRASES: Victory, Reassurance, Confidence, Good News 

 

LESSON FIFTY: DO IT IN THE NAME OF THE LORD 

 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:  

1.  What does the name JESUS mean to you?  
2.  What are some reasons why you serve in the local church?  
3.  Are you conscious of the truth that your work is for the Lord? How does this affect the 
quality of your work?  
 

TEXT:   COLOSSIANS 3: 12-17 

 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON:  KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THE BIBLE 
IS THE BEST COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE.  

 

INTRODUCTION: As we consider our subject this week, DO IT IN THE NAME OF THE 
LORD, let’s review what the scripture says about work. Genesis 2:15- The Lord God took the 
man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. Colossians 3:23- Whatever you 
do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men. Proverbs 16:3- Commit your work to the 
Lord, and your plans will be established. Ecclesiastes 3:12-13- I perceived that there is 
nothing better for them than to be joyful and to do good as long as they live; also that everyone 
should eat and drink and take pleasure in all his toil—this is God's gift to man. 1 Corinthians 
10:31- So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. Proverbs 
18:9- Whoever is slack in his work is a brother to him who destroys. John 6:27- Do not labor 
for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man 
will give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal. God indeed designed man to 
work; we must be diligent to make sure we complete it in a manner that pleases him. How can 
we, as Kingdom Citizens, improve the quality of our work? 

 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%202.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col%203.23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2016.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eccles%203.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2010.31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2010.31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2018.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2018.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%206.27
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1. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THE SPIRITUAL GARMENTS THEY WEAR 
SPEAK TO WHO THEY ARE IN CHRIST. (VV 12-13) 
 
If our work is done in a manner that pleases God, then we must pay close attention to vv. 12-
13, “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  Bear with each other and 
forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you.” Of course, we must always be prepared to give a verbal testimony of our faith 
in Christ, but we must also look like what we are saying.  To say we are following Christ, but 
display a haughty spirit, a prideful attitude, and an inconsiderate demeanor, then our behavior 
is denying our profession. These are the garments of the followers of Jesus: compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, forgiveness, and patience. Matthew 5:16 says, “In the same 
way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify 
your Father in heaven.” Some have said, I don’t wear my religion; however, in the truest 
sense, we do.  Many people see us long before they hear us. 
 
2. KINGDOM CITIZENS MUST POSSESS AND DISPLAY LOVE AS A CROWN 
JEWEL AND/OR A DIADEM.   (VV 14-15) 
 
“And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect 
unity.  Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you 
were called to peace. And be thankful.” LOVE is the crown jewel of the Christian life; 
without it, nothing we do really matters, I Cor. 13:3. I commend a study of love to you from 
Scripture.  We cannot do it justice here, but consider John 3:16; I Cor. 13; Matt. 22:37-40, and 
Jer. 31:3.  If we have love, then we can have peace. When we look at the fruit of the Spirit 
from Gal. 5, we see that love leads the list, but peace is in the top three.  Many want peace; 
however, they are unwilling to love.  
 
3. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT ANY SPIRITUAL WORK WE DO MUST BE 
DONE FOR THE GLORY OF GOD. (VV 16-17) 
 
“Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one 
another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to 
God with gratitude in your hearts. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” 
 
How do we allow the Word of God to dwell among us RICHLY? Why is gratitude important 
when we are working for the Lord? When you see the phrase, “and whatever you do . . .,” 
What does this mean to you? Give some examples. 
 
We do many things in the church and in the community “in the name of the Lord.” How could 
we do a better job reminding each other of the importance of remembering WHO we are doing 
it for?  Many Christians give great service with bad attitudes, sometimes wrong motives.  How 
can we help each other when a brother or sister seems to be doing something with the 
wrong attitude? Do it all, whatever ALL is, in the Name of the Lord.  
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KINGDOM CITIZENS BUILDING AND  
REBUILDING MINISTRY IN THE  

POST-PANDEMIC ERA 

Week of December 12 - December 18, 2022 

DECEMBER EMPHASIS: BUILDING AND REBUILDING OUR HOPE 

 

THOUGHT:  Kingdom Citizens know that Biblical hope is a sure foundation upon which 
we base our lives, believing that God always keeps His promises. They know that hope 
provides a confident assurance that God has empowered us to overcome doubt, despair 
and hopelessness. 

 

KEY WORDS/PHRASES: Victory, Reassurance, Confidence, Good News 

 

LESSON FIFTY-ONE:  VICTORY IN JESUS 

 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:  
1. When you think of the word “Victory”, what comes to mind?  
2. If someone asked you, are you living a victorious Christian life? How would you respond?  
3. What are some ways we achieve victory as a church family?  
 

TEXT: I CORINTHIANS 15: 54-58 

 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT WE WORK FROM 
VICTORY; WE DO NOT WORK FOR VICTORY.  
 

INTRODUCTION: The victorious Christian life is the life that is lived, by faith, in a moment
-by-moment surrender to God. The victorious Christian life is rooted and grounded in faith. 
The whole of Hebrews 11 tells the stories of men and women who, by faith, were victorious in 
some way. Our God is always victorious, no matter the foe. Even the cross of Christ was not a 
defeat for the Lord, but a victory: “Now the prince of this world will be driven out,” Jesus said 
in the final week of His earthly ministry. At His trial before the high priest, Jesus testified, 
“You will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the 
clouds of heaven” (Mark 14:62). That’s the victory believers share in. The victorious Christian 
life is a life lived in triumph over “everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 John 2:16). It is the conquering of fear, knowing God’s 
peace (John 14:27; 16:33). The victorious Christian life naturally leads to a defeat of death 
itself (1 Corinthians 15:54–55) and a glorious reward in heaven (Revelation 
21:7).  Gotquestions.com  

 
 

https://www.gotquestions.org/definition-of-faith.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2011
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2014.62
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%202.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2014.27
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2016.33
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2015.54%E2%80%9355
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2021.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2021.7
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1. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THE FUTURE IS BRIGHT; DEATH NO 
LONGER HAS POWER OVER THEM. (VV 54-55) 
 
When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with 
immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed 
up in victory. “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” (VV 54
-55) In this life, one of the things that most people fear, including Christians, is death. Death 
is that dreaded event that no one looks forward to, while others fight hard to keep it as far 
away as possible. From the death of Abel until this day, people continue to fear death; 
however, for the Christian, we must embrace the truth that death no longer has a hold on us; 
death cannot hurt us.  Because Jesus is victorious over death, then we are victorious over 
death as well.  It is only a portal through which the believer travels from this life to the next. 
I am fascinated by the thought of moving from the perishable to the imperishable, and from 
the mortal to immortality.  The truth is, we can only imagine, but imagine we should.  How 
do you imagine Heaven 
 
2.  KINGDOM CITIZENS HAVE SO MUCH TO THANK GOD FOR. (VV 56-57) 
 
“The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God! He 
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (VV 56-57) The Lord could have 
allowed us to die in our sins; He could have given us our just desserts, but instead he took 
our hell in order that we could go to His heaven.  So, we should thank him. He daily forgives 
us of our sins, so we should thank Him. Listen to these verses: “Therefore, remember that 
formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised” by those who call 
themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the body by human hands)— 
remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in 
Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in 
the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near 
by the blood of Christ.” (Eph. 2:11-13.) For this, we should give Him thanks. God gives 
us victory.  
 
3. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT BECAUSE OF THE VICTORY WE HAVE 
IN CHRIST, WE  CAN REMAIN STEADFAST. (V 58) 
 
“Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always 
give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the 
Lord is not in vain.” (V 58) When we understand what we possess in Christ Jesus, we will 
remain unmovable, firm, always abounding. One of the keys to the victorious Christian life is 
grasping the fact that we don’t manufacture our victory, but our victory comes from God. 
Are you giving yourself FULLY to the WORK of the Lord? Do you know that your 
labor is not in vain in the Lord? When we are assured of who we are in Christ, we don't 
have a problem remaining firm and steadfast. How would you help a person who is 
struggling with this verse? “Let nothing move you; give yourself fully to the work of the 
Lord . . . your labor in the Lord is not in vain.”  Victory is important to each of us; we 
desire to win, to conqueror, but our victory does not come from our efforts, it comes from the 
finished work of Christ.  The best we can do is appropriate what Christ has done on our 
behalf.  We must confess that we are winners and not losers; we are victors and not victims.    
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KINGDOM CITIZENS BUILDING AND  
REBUILDING MINISTRY IN THE  

POST-PANDEMIC ERA 

Week of December 19 - December 25, 2022         [Christmas Day] 

DECEMBER EMPHASIS:  BUILDING AND REBUILDING OUR HOPE 

 

THOUGHT:  Kingdom Citizens know that Biblical hope is a sure foundation upon which 
we base our lives, believing that God always keeps His promises. They know that hope 
provides a confident assurance that God has empowered us to overcome doubt, despair 
and hopelessness. 

 

KEY WORDS/PHRASES: Victory, Reassurance, Confidence, Good News 

 

LESSON FIFTY-TWO: GOOD NEWS FOR ALL TIME 

 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:  
1. The Gospel is “Good News.” It is for all people.  With whom will you share the Gospel this  
      Christmas season? 
2. As Kingdom Citizens, how do we demonstrate that we believe the gospel? 
3. Why is the gospel message so important?  
 

TEXT: LUKE 2:10-14 

 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: KINGDOM CITIZENS MUST BE ACTIVELY 
SHARING THE GOSPEL EVERY DAY. 

 
INTRODUCTION: As we begin the last lesson for 2022, we need to seriously consider what 
our focus should be this Christmas. Where is your hope? On whom are you depending? This is 
a great time for each of us to start a renewal process. If the Word of God is alive as it says in 
Hebrews 4:12, “For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged 
sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the 
thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” If the Word is true, it is “A lamp to our feet and a light 
to our path.” And it is able to “wash and cleanse us.” Then we have a message that the 
nations need to hear. When we look in the Book of Acts, we see the early apostles turning the 
world upside down by sharing the Good News of the Gospel. What are some creative ways you 
might share the Gospel of Christ this Christmas with family and friends? Who is your ONE? 
Who is that one person you are praying will come to Christ?  People need the Lord.  
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1. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THIS IS A UNIVERSAL PROCLAMA-
TION.    (VV 10-11) 
 
“But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause 
great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he 
is the Messiah, the Lord.” (VV 10-11) When the angels arrived on the Judean hillside many 
years ago, they came with a message for all people. The Good News came first to the shep-
herds, low class, blue collar workers. The first message is “Do not be afraid.” Then they said, 
we have something to tell you that will change the whole world . . . ain't that Good News. The 
long awaited promise is here; a light to the Gentiles and the glory of His people Israel . . . ain’t 
that Good news. God has sent us a Savior; He is the Messiah, the Lord . . . ain't that Good 
news. With all this good news, with whom will you share it this day, this week, this month 
and in the coming year?  
 
2. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT GOD’S WAYS ARE NOT OUR WAYS.   (V 12) 
 
“This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger 
(V 12) What a simple message; no grand entrance; limited fanfare; nevertheless, a life chang-
ing message. This is your assurance, “You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger.” God’s plan is clear, it’s precise and it’s simple. If you were to plan the arrival of the 
Savior on earth, what might you have done? Maybe, rent a football stadium, with cheerleaders 
and a band.  Surely, we would have invited every dignitary we could think of: the President of 
the United States, The Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia, The President of Ethiopia, The Queen of 
England, etc.  Then there would be the finest silk from around the world, the best purple mon-
ey could buy. Then there would be the place setting for the table, for surely there would be a 
meal fit for a king for this grand affair.  But God said through His messengers, “You will find 
a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” God’s ways are not our ways.  
 
3. KINGDOM CITIZENS RECOGNIZE THAT THIS GOOD NEWS IS FOR EVERY-
ONE.   (VV 13-14) 
 

“Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God 

and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom 

his favor rests.” (VV 13-14) We join the songwriter who said, “God has spoken; let the 

Church say Amen!” One angel delivered the message, but he was not alone, “Suddenly a 

great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel.”  As followers of Christ, we 

have heard and believed the Good News; now we must take it to those who have never heard 

so that many, many more may join the angels saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  

 

THE GOOD NEWS FOR ALL TIME IS FOR ALL PEOPLE.  

God sent his Son; they call him Jesus.  He came to love, heal and forgive.  
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QUARTER 4: OCTOBER - NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 

 

BUILDING AND REBUILDIGN OUR FINANCIAL HEALTH 

 

OCTOBER 2  UNDERSTANDING SOWING AND REAPING 

OCTOBER 9  PLANNING AND BUDGETING 

OCTOBER 16  ALL WEALTH COMES FROM GOD 

OCTOBER 23  THE DUTY TO PAY YOUR BILLS 

OCTOBER 30  BEING HONEST WITH GOD 

 

BUILDING AND REBUILDING OUR HEART OF GRATITUDE 

 

NOVEMBER 6  GIVING THANKS IN ALL THINGS 

NOVEMBER 13 EVERY GOOD GIFT IS FROM GOD 

NOVEMBER 20 GRATEFUL PRAISE 

NOVEMBER 27 GRATITUDE FOR GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS 

 

BUILDING AND REBUILDING OUR HOPE 

 

DECEMBER 4  GOD PROVIDES ENDLESS HOPE 

DECEMBER 11 DO IT IN THE NAME OF THE LORD 

DECEMBER 18 VICTORY IN JESUS 

DECEMBER 25 GOOD NEWS FOR ALL TIME 

 


